Baum, CM & Edwards, DF

The Home Occupational Environment Assessment 

Guide for HOEA

The HOEA was designed to be used with cognitively impaired individuals.  We are piloting it on persons with visual problems to determine if there is a relationship between vision and home safety issues.  You will be able to observe these situations by virtue of being in their home.  You will be taking light meter readings in all of the rooms that support your observations, so you have a reason to be there.  

Ask permission to take light meter readings and explain that the measurement will help us identify areas that could benefit from more light.

This checklist is used to identify environmental issues that require attention.  The majority of homes you enter will be safe and pose no problems, nor will the person’s vision be so poor that safety is an issue.

You may however find an environment that poses problems, and the HOEA will provide a form to record your observations.

You will be in the individual’s home.  You can unobtrusively observe nearly all of these conditions.  People who have difficulty with food management will likely have spoiled food on the counter; groceries not put away, dirty dishes on the counter etc.  If you are worried that they do not have food, ask them.

Scoring

No Problem


Self Explanatory

Requires Monitoring
You do not know for sure that there is a problem, but you would want to check on the problem the next time you are in the home.

Requires Attention
You would want to call attention to the problem with the family or housing director

High Risk Situation

You determine that the person must receive immediate help (You 




will call the HOTLINE or the Health Department)

	Home Occupational-Environmental Assessment (HOEA) Baum & Edwards,1998

	
	__________________OBSERVED



	a.1 Item
	No Problem
	Requires  Monitor
	Requires  Attention
	High Risk Situation
	Observational Comments

	Accessibility Within The Home
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Yard condition
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	2. Windows able to open
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	3. Home arrangement enables   movement
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	4. Phone(s) within reach
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	5. Can access clothes
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	Sanitation
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Adequate garbage removal
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	7. Clean linens
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	8. Bed clear of items or debris
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	9. Clean clothing
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	10. Clean environment
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	11. Bugs/Rodents
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	12. Adequate supply of towels/linens
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	13. Clean bathroom fixtures
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	14. Tub/Toilet clean
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	15. Clean dishes
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	16. Adequate pet care
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	Food Storage
	
	
	
	
	

	17. Proper food storage
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	18. Able to retrieve food from refrigerator 
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	19. Receives/prepares food
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	20. Adequate supply of food
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	Safety Issues
	
	
	
	
	

	21. General repair of home
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	22. Adequate inside home lighting
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	23. Emergency numbers posted
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	24. Room temperature appropriate
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	25. Sign of Burns
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	26. Fire exit accessible
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	27. Proper storage of drugs
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	Item
	Light Meter Reading
	No Problem
	Requires Monitor
	Requires Attention
	High Risk Situation
	Observational Comments

	Lighting at the Point of Task
	
	
	
	
	
	

	28. Adequate lighting for reading
	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	29. Adequate lighting for paying bills/doing correspondence
	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	30. Adequate lighting in the bathroom for applying makeup/shaving
	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	31. Adequate lighting to see thermostat
	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	32. Adequate lighting to see appliance controls (choose appliance used most)
	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	33. Adequate lighting to see phone dial
	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	34. Adequate lighting to see clock
	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	

	35. Adequate light in stairwell (check lighting 2" from step)
	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	


Note:  Take light meter reading 2-3” from task (i.e., book, checkbook, etc.).  Measure the lighting in the bathroom by placing the light meter 2-3” from the individual’s face.
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